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Maths is fun! We 
learn cool things every day! 
Today we will learn about 

2-dimensional shapes.
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Descriptor: Sort, describe and name familiar two-dimensional shapes and 
three-dimensional objects in the environment 

mAths worDs
Shapes, sides, corners, triangle, square, circle, rectangle, diamond, oval, star, zero, one, two, 
three, four 

informAtion for pArents or CAregivers
Helping your child learn to read is a rewarding and enjoyable experience for both you and 
your child. Here are some ways you can help your child with their reading.

Before reADing
•	 Introduce	the	book;	read	the	title	and	look	at	the	pictures.	Ask	your	child	if	they	know	
about	2D	shapes	and,	in	particular,	their	different	features.	

•	 Refer to the maths words above. Discuss each word and its meaning. These words will 
appear in this book.

During reADing
•	 Ensure	the	book	is	being	held	correctly	and	your	child	is	tracking	the	words	from	left	to	

right across the page.
•	 Encourage your child to look at the pictures for clues if they are unsure of a word.
•	 Should your child need help to decode a word, break it down into its individual sounds and 
blend	them	together	from	left	to	right.

mAths ConCepts in this Book
In the early stages of the Measurement and Geometry strand of the Australian Curriculum: 
Mathematics,	 students	 learn	 to	 differentiate	 between	 two-dimensional	 (2D)	 shapes and 
three-dimensional	 (3D)	 objects. 2D shapes are characterised by their length and width 
(sometimes	referred	to	as	breadth).	They	differ	from	3D	objects in that they do not have 
depth.

All	2D	shapes	with	three	sides	are	classified	as	triangles	and	all	2D	shapes	with	four	sides	are	
classified	as	quadrilaterals.

Shapes	with	more	 than	 four	 sides	are	 classified	as:	pentagons	 (five	 sides);	 hexagons	 (six	
sides);	heptagons	(seven	sides);	octagons	(eight	sides);	nonagons	(nine	sides);	and	decagons	
(ten	sides).	
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How many triangles can you see? 

All	2-dimensional	shapes	
with three sides are called 

triangles.  

This  is  a  triangle. 

It  has  three  sides  and  
three  corners. 

3 sides, 3 corners
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This  is  a  square.  

It  has  four  sides  and  
four  corners. 

4 sides, 4 corners

How many squares can you see?
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Shapes  are  all  around  us.

Can  you  see  any  shapes  
around  you?

After reADing
Ask	your	child	what	the	book	was	about	and	encourage	them	to	re-tell	it	in	the	
order in which it appeared.  

Discuss the following with your child to assist them to understand the content 
of the book. 

•	What do we call a shape with three sides and three corners? 
•	How many shapes in the book have four sides and four corners?  
•	What do circles and ovals have in common? 
•	Are	there	any	shapes	that	you	know	that	are	not	in	this	book?			

 

WOW! Shapes are 
cool!	And	so	is	maths.
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In this book, Millie the Mathematician helps us learn 
about 2D shapes. We learn that different shapes have 
different features and Millie helps us recognise these 

differences. Millie also helps us look for shapes in our 
everyday world. 

Australian Curriculum: All books in the ‘Millie the Mathematician’ series 
are written for the Australian Curriculum: Mathematics and align directly 
to what children learn in the classroom. This book addresses the learning 
outcome “Sort, describe and name familiar two-dimensional shapes and 

three-dimensional objects in the environment” from the Measurement and 
Geometry strand within the Shape sub-strand.

       PArentS, reAD  
AlonG WIth MIllIe!
Throughout this book Millie the Mathematician 
tells us interesting mathematical facts. Use 

these prompts to encourage further interest and 
discussion about 2D shapes with your child.

Suggested reading level:
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WOW! Shapes 
are	cool!	And	so	is	

maths.




