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mAths worDs
Yes, no, question, answer, inferring 

informAtion for pArents or CAregivers
Helping your child learn to read is a rewarding and enjoyable experience for both you and 
your child. Here are some ways you can help your child with their reading.

Before reADing
• Introduce the book; read the title and look at the pictures. Ask your child if they have had 

to ask or answer yes/no questions at school (i.e. closed questions that only require a yes 
or no answer). 

• Refer to the maths words above. Discuss each word and its meaning. These words will 
appear in this book. 

During reADing
• Ensure the book is being held correctly and your child is tracking the words from left to 

right across the page.
• Encourage your child to look at the pictures for clues if they are unsure of a word.
• Should your child need help to decode a word, break it down into its individual sounds and 

blend them together from left to right.

mAths ConCepts in this Book
This book addresses the Statistics and Probability strand of the Australian Curriculum: 
Mathematics. In this strand, students are introduced to data gathering and are asked to 
make inferences from the data. In the early years of school, this is typically introduced 
through constructing and answering closed questions such as yes/no questions. 
People gather data and information in the natural course of their day-to-day life – either 
formally or informally. They analyse the information gathered to make inferences about 
occurrences in their daily lives, and to make choices and decisions based on the information 
gathered.
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“What  do  you  want  to  be  

when  you  grow  up?”  Millie  

asked  Anton. 

“I  want  to  be  just  like  my  

dad!”  said  Anton. 

“Let  me  see  if  I  can  work  

out  what  your  dad  does,”  said  

Millie.
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A question 
with only a ‘yes’ or 

‘no’ answer is a ‘closed 
question’

“Does  your  dad  work  with  

others?”  asked  Millie. 

“Yes,”  said  Anton.
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WOW! 
Asking questions is 

cool! And so is maths.

After reADing
Ask your child what the book was about and encourage them to re-tell it in the 
order in which it appeared. 

Discuss the following with your child to assist them to understand the content 
of the book:

• What colour hat does Anton’s dad have?

• How many dads do not have a hat? 

• Why is Millie asking Anton questions? 

• What job would you like when you grow up? Why?
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“That’s  right!”  said  Anton.  “I  

want  to  be  a  bus  driver,  just  

like  my  dad.” 



In this book, Millie the Mathematician helps us collect data to 
make simple inferences from asking yes/no questions. We learn 

that by asking simple questions, we can collect information that 
allows us to guess, or work out an answer. Millie asks Anton simple 

yes/no questions to make inferences about the occupation of 
Anton’s dad, using the process of elimination.

Australian Curriculum: All books in the ‘Millie the Mathematician’ series are written 
for the Australian Curriculum: Mathematics and align directly to what children learn in 
the classroom. This book addresses the learning outcome “Answer yes/no questions 

to collect information and make simple inferences” from the Statistics and Probability 
strand within the Data representation and interpretation sub-strand.

   PArentS, reAD  
ALong WIth MILLIe!

Throughout this book Millie the Mathematician 
tells us interesting mathematical facts. Use 
these prompts to encourage further interest 

and discussion about asking questions and 
collecting information with your child.

Suggested reading Level:

Statistics and Probability

PM 5-8, Fountas and Pinnell D-E

Griffith University | Queensland, Australia 
www.milliethemathematician.com.au
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