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Maths is fun! 
We learn cool things 

every day! Today we will 
learn about adding and 

subtracting.
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mAths worDs
one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten, add, number facts, counting 

informAtion for pArents or CAregivers
Helping your child learn to read is a rewarding and enjoyable experience for both you and 
your child. Here are some ways you can help your child with their reading.

Before reADing
• Introduce the book; read the title and look at the pictures. Ask your child if they know 

about adding and subtracting. 
• Refer to the maths words above. Discuss each word and its meaning. These words will 

appear in this book. 

During reADing
• At this level, your child should attempt to read their home reader on their own. They 

may be unsure of some words. Encourage them to break these words down into their 
individual sounds, blending them together from left to right.

• Stop your child on the pages where Millie the Mathematician appears. Discuss the maths 
vocabulary and interesting information presented.

mAths ConCepts in this Book
An important goal of the early years of the Australian Curriculum: Mathematics is helping 
children develop an instant recall of basic number facts. Developing fast recall of basic 
number facts is important in the early years of mathematical development, as it simplifies 
the cognitive demand of more complex mathematical operations in later years.   

In this book, the concept of the inverse relationship between addition and subtraction is 
introduced for numbers up to 10. For example, students begin to understand that if eight 
‘plus’ two ‘equals’ ten, then two ‘plus’ eight also ‘equals’ ten (i.e. 8 + 2 = 10; 2 + 8 = 10). 
They further develop the understanding that ten ‘take away’ two ‘equals’ eight; and that 
ten ‘take away’ eight ‘equals’ two (i.e. 10 – 2 = 8; 10 – 8 = 2).  

Instant recall and basic addition and subtraction of numbers up to 10, initially, and then up 
to 20 throughout year 1 and year 2 leads to increased fluency and accuracy in later years.



David  is  a  busy  boy.  He  is  
always  running  late,  which  
makes  his  friends  cross. 

“I  will  not  be  late  today,”  
thought  David  as  he  got  ready  
to  play  at  the  park.
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Walking  past  the  kitchen,  David  
smelled  something  yummy. 

David  counted  ten  pies  on  the  
table.  David  loved  pies  and  was  
always  hungry,  so  he  ate  one. 
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WOW!  Adding and 
subtracting is cool! And 

so is maths.
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After reADing
Ask your child what the book was about and encourage them to re-tell it in the 
order in which it appeared. 

Discuss the following with your child to assist them to understand the content 
of the book:

• How many pies did David eat?

• How many pies, in total, did David buy from Dale the Baker? 

• What could David have done so he wasn’t late?  

• In what types of jobs would you do lots of adding and subtracting?  

David  closed  the  kitchen  door  
and  the  kitchen  window.  The  
pies  were  safe! 

Then  David  remembered  his  
friends  at  the  park.  He  was  
going  to  be  late  again!
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In this book, Millie the Mathematician helps us learn about 
the relationship between addition and subtraction for numbers 
up to ten. When the 10 pies in the kitchen start to be eaten, 

David needs to replace them with the correct number of pies. From 
this, we learn that whichever way two numbers are added together, 
they produce the same answer. We also explore the relationship 

between addition number facts and subtraction.
Australian Curriculum: All books in the ‘Millie the Mathematician’ series are written 

for the Australian Curriculum: Mathematics and align directly to what children learn in 
the classroom. This book addresses content from the Number and Algebra strand within 

the Number and place value sub-strand. The specific Australian Curriculum content 
descriptor addressed is: “Explore the connection between addition and subtraction.” 

       PAreNts, reAD  
AloNg WIth MIllIe!

Throughout this book Millie the Mathematician tells us 
interesting mathematical facts. Use these prompts to 

encourage further interest and discussion about adding 
and subtracting with your child.

suggested reading level:

Number and Algebra

PM 16-20, Fountas and Pinnell I-K 
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